We are here again, Panama!

FLENPIBL L EXNwD T £F. BEAP
FEXFERRFXAR LM B R J B
DIAEDEE EXARE. j—!&d\f*%%éﬁ%
¥*. &?”*§Pu” FREEaR YL - AR e
B RN BACR R B, k3 fde e b R
H%%ﬁ%%éﬁluh RARLY LIl
HRp X BARASXFIEFTIHTE TN A G
BB, BRESELALSHERE F R b
M oeha (B enA g R

It is indeed God’s grace that we can return to
Panama. This is our fourth time in this country.
Every time our feeling is different, from curious to
refreshing, to exciting. This time we start to feel
like the locals although we are still very poor in
speaking Spanish and in finding direction around
town. Generally, we can manage on our own on a
day to day basis. Of course, the brothers and
sisters here are very helpful. They treat us like
V.I.P. Due to other commitments, we can only
stay here for two months. We treasure every
moment we serve with the local brothers and
sisters in expanding God’s kingdom and
displaying His power and glory.
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Praying for Panama
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In the beginning of this year, we started to have a
regular Friday night meeting in our Condado del
Rey neighbourhood. The program is relatively
causal, including praise & worship, testimony and
sharing. It is mostly led by church leaders with
some assistance from the pastor. We meet in the
social room at King’s Park from 8:30-10:00 pm.
There are about 20 people attending. Most of them
are from Agua Viva Alliance Church.
Nevertheless, we are excited to see some
newcomers from time to time. We are so
encouraged by the vision and commitment of the
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church leaders in spreading the gospel and
establishing churches.
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Different serving opportunites
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Due to the temporary absence of the pastor from
Obarrio Alliance Church, Pastor Matthew is
invited to preach every other week and Stella
playing the piano. They meet on Sunday morning
in a Christian school. Though there aren’t too
many people, yet the worship is full of life and
energy.

On Sunday afternoon, we go to Agua Viva
Alliance Church. It is such a warm feeling to see
so many familiar faces. Pastor Matthew also
preaches there on invitation by Pastor Michael
Liang from time to time. Stella also fills in as
pianist on an ad hoc basis. We love to serve no
matter how big or small the task is.
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The first short-term mission team
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We are so excited to welcome our first STM from
the Lord’s Love Church in Vancouver. Two out
of three members were here last year. They pay
their own way here and volunteer two weeks of
their time in serving the churches in Panama City,
and three other nearby cities. During these two
busy weeks, they are involved in different types of
ministries, such as leading songs, sharing, bible
study, children craft time, skit, health talks,
cooking classes and visitations.
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Dr. Chen conducted numerous informative health
talks on healthy diet. She also answered many
questions related to woman’s health during the
lady fellowship time. It’s well received.
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Chepo Bible Study
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Chepo is an hour’s drive from Panama City (if no
traffic jam). Every Tuesday night at 8:30 pm, a
group of Christians will meet in the kitchen at the
back of a super market for bible study. They take
turns leading. Once a month a pastor from the city
will come to lead the bible study as well as doing
some visitations. The bible study lasts an hour
from 9:30 to 10:30 pm. Usually we won’t get home
till after midnight. Though we are exhausted
physically, yet our hearts are leaping with joy.
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Car Trouble becomes a blessing
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The local church has given us a 2011 Yaris to drive.

Itis a small car which is suitable for driving in the
city. Though the church had made sure the car
was safe to drive, yet our mission assistance team
faced the same problem repeatedly last year. The
car would not go even we pressed the gas pedal all
the way to the floor. It is very dangerous to drive
under such condition in Panama City. The team
attempted several times to resolve the problem,
but no success. When we first arrived this year, the
car seemed to run okay. Unfortunately, the
problem reappeared this week. We were so scared
when we drove. We prayed for safety and
protection. Incidentally we thought of a brother
who has an insurance company. We asked him to
recommend a trustworthy, nearby and Chinese
speaking repair shop. The next day our car was
fixed in two hours. The problem was resolved.
Next month we can take the car there for
inspection before renewing the licence. Praise the
Lord!

SRR E

Wedding Anniversary
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Coincidentally our 42th wedding anniversary fell

on the same day as the Wednesday prayer meeting.

Amazingly Rev & Mrs. Liang’s 24" wedding
anniversary was two days before ours. So we
celebrated together with brothers and sisters after
the prayer meeting. We thank God for His
abundant grace.
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Visitation of Community /congregation
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On Thursday afternoon, together with Rev & Mrs.
Liang and one other brother, we distributed
Christian newspapers and magazines to the
Chinese stores near the Agua Viva Alliance
Church. By doing so we get to know the
neighbourhood better. Sometimes we have the
opportunity to share the gospel and invite friends
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to church. At the same time, we can visit our
church  members and Dbless them. This
neighbourhood is not safe at night. Though it’s
okay during the day, but traffic is chaotic. Thank
God that the local brother does the driving. We
experience some of challenges that our members
are facing in regard to their business and home.
The above photo was taken in front of a member’s
store. Do you recognise the Panamanian ‘big’
bananas?
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Lady’s Ministry

Stella was invited to share at the lady fellowship
from Obarrio Alliance Church. Though there was
a huge down pour of rain, yet the ladies came
faithfully and were eager to share. We had a great
time of singing, learning God’s word and eating
(of course).
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Thanksgiving and Requests
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Thank God for the faithful commitment of
the brothers and sisters serving at King’s
Park Friday night worship

Please pray for a steady number of
attendees and newcomers to accept Christ.
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Thank God for the STM from the Lord’s
Love church and their tireless ministries.

Please pray for their safety & health, and
being a blessing to many
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Thank God for the next STM from the
Mustard Seed Gospel Group. They will
arrive in the middle of August for two
weeks. They will use classical Cantonese
music to bring out the gospel message in
several concerts.

Please pray for their safe arrival and
bearing many gospel fruits here.
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Thank God for resolving the car problem
and having found a trustworthy repair
shop.

Please pray for no recurrence of car
trouble, and safety in everyday comings
and goings.
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Thank God for letting us serve in different
churches in Panama.

Please pray for our ministry in Chitre,
Santiago and Aguadulce during the first
weekend in August.
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Please pray for Pastor Matthew’s

preaching ministry, and Stella’s talks for
the lady fellowship and serving as pianist.
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Please pray to God that Panama will reap
more fruits of salvation.

(4 P 1Y R )

(View from our balcony)
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