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Journeying

Of many identities the Bible ascribes to followers of Christ (e.g.,
Christians, disciples, sons, etc.), one of them is, as Peter points it out uniquely,
that we are "strangers in the world" (1 Peter 1:1; NIV), who are "temporarily
residing abroad" (NET). The postulation of our lives in the earthly domain as
temporary reminds us that this life of ours has two inseparable dimensions.

Firstly, the very flesh that we live in makes it necessary to traverse through
the rites of passage: birth, growth, aging, sickness and death, sometimes not
necessarily in that order. With that in mind, I can totally sympathize, as a
fellow cancer survivor, with how out of the blue, contracting sepsis and being
diagnosed with Prostate Cancer, Rev. Leung was somewhat startled by his
contact with acute sickness that brought him to the brink of death. The abrupt
and unannounced encounter with fatality reminds him, and by extension us,

that we are indeed mortal, that there is an expiry of our earthly existence.

For Rev. Leung, the brush with mortality serves as a marker which points
to the second dimension: there is an eternal meaning and destiny in our
earthly journey. Though we are "strangers in the world", we are at the same
time citizens of God's kingdom and our eternal destiny awaits us at the end of
the journey.

With that in mind, sickness, or as he put it so succinctly, or for that
matter all the earthly burdens such as anxiety, stress, loneliness, health

issues, even ministry duties and responsibilities, pales in comparision with
the heavenly glory and eternal joy that awaits us. This perspective energizes
him, just as it did the Magi of the East (Matthew 2:1) travelling from afar
irrespective of perhaps difficult terrains, winding and twisting pathways,
unpredictable and at times harsh weather conditions, and most importantly
the severe test on their perseverance and endurance. Yet they never lost hope
and anticipation in the expedition, bearing in mind one singular aim on the
pilgrimage: to come to see and worship the living Lord face to face. One day,
our journey will be over, the end will appear, the agony will be gone, and the
jubilation of waiting will finally arrive: we get to see the resurrected Lord just
as the Magi did. The journey of cancer undoubtedly bears witness to these two
intertwined dimensions: physical as well spiritual.

I have known Rev. Leung for years. He has always been for me a model
of faithfulness and love, with total devotion to his parish, his family and the
Lord. As a fellow cancer survivor, I share his pain, agony, endurance and
ultimately, the triumph of his recovery. I congratulate him for putting his
reflection of the journey of "dancing" with, and deliverance from, cancer in

the book.

Just as the Psalter speaks about the jubilation and "repaying the Lord for
all His goodness" to him after acknowledging the Lord's deliverance of "my
soul from death, my eyes from tears, (and) my feet from stumbling” (Psa.116:
8, 12), Rev. Leung's book is a testimony to God's deliverance, faithfulness,
love and devotion to him. May the Lord continue to shine upon Rev. Leung
with His grace, peace and joy as he waits, just like those who hold eternal
hope in the Lord, to see Him face to face down the road (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1
Jn.3:2).

Enoch Wong

Canadian Chinese School of Theology-Toronto
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology
October 3, 2016.
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